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SHORT STORY READINCS 

MCCLV will be hosting, 

“Readings of Short Stories 
with Coffee" on the 1st 
Friday of each month. A 
new reader each month will 
be reading light, short 
stories from various 
authors. The next reading 
night will be March 5. 

On April 2, Liz Bradbury will 
be reading several very gay 
selections aimed at 
maximum laughs. They will 
include some one line 
winners of the Bulwer- 
Lytton Fiction Contest - 
which honors the worst (and 
funniest) first sentences in 
literature, an interactive 
recitation from the movie 
the Wizard of Oz and the 
world premier reading of a 
section of a new lesbian 
mystery novel Liz has 
written herself. 

EFFORTS TO ERASE 
ALLENTOWN'S 

ANTI-DISCRIMINATION 
ORDINANCE 

REACHED THE C0URT5 ON FEB. 27 

READ ABOUT IT ON PACE 6 


iLOSS SKAT1NC PARTY 

fO BENEFIT PA-CALA: APRIL 1 

When: Thursday, April 1 from 7-1 Opm. 
Where: Whitehall Family Skating 
Center (Skateaway), Featuring: Live 
DJ, Snack Bar, Skate rentals-or bring 
your own. All ages welcome. Tickets 
are $5 and will be available at the door. 
For information contact GLOSS: 610-434-2966 
lnfo@gloss.org 



BETHLEHEM'S 
YMCA 
SAYS NO TO 
OUR FAMILIES! 

SEE WHATS THAT ABOUT 
ON PACE 6 


Do you know the difference between Civil Union and 
Civil Marrige? You need to know. See more on page 7. 

Civil Union only grants the state rights 
for the state in which it is issued. Civil 
Union does not grant federal Rights 
(there are 1000 federal Marriage rights ) 
And Civil Union is not recognized 
outside of the state it is issued. 


Civil Marri 
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federal ri_ 
performed in one state will ultimately be 
recognized in all of the United States 
because of the full faith and credit clause 
of the US Constitution. 

As long as one state begins to recognize same-sex 
marriage, the only thing that will block the 
national recognition of legal civil marriage for 
same-sex couples in every state is an amendment 
to the US Constitution banning same-sex 
marriage. 


SCRANTON 
CETS LAW 

In December *03 the city of 
Scranton passed an anti 
discrimination ordinance 
that protects a variety of 
classes including sexual 
orientation and gender 
identity. Scranton now joins 
Allentown and 8 other PA 
cities in protecting GLBT 
citizens from employment 
and housingdiscrimination. 


CAY MEN'S 
CHORUS PRESENTS! 

Remember Oliver, 

Fagan, the Artfull^*^ 
Dodger, and Nancy^ 
Sykes? Youll never se 
them the same way again 
after the Lehigh Valley Gay 
Men's Chorus presents 
"Oliver with a Twist". Youll 
laugh, you'll cry, your 
pockets will be picked. 

The cabaret will be 
performed on Mar 5-7 at 
Odette's in New Hope at 
8pm. Reservations must 
^^be made by calling 
(S(215) 862-2432. 
■•(Make reservations 
Nearly, last year's show 
^was sold out.) 



cosponsoring "Fiesta Latina," a Latin dance night 
GLBTA, smoke free event on Saturday March 20, 7pm - 
Midnight at MCC at Merchant's Square in Allentown. 
Admission is Free, ages 18 and up are welcome.. 

On Thursday March 11, and Thursday March 18, Rafael 
Canizares will be conducting Latino Dance Lessons from 
8:00 to 9:00 PM at MCCLV. Lessons are free, so come out 
and learn a few new moves to get ready for Saturday’s dance! 


YOU'RE INVITED TO 
STEVE LIBBY'S FAB40 
BIRTHDAY PARTY- 
ITLL BE A FUNDRAISER 
FOR PA-CALA! 

READ ABOUT IT ON PACE 5 
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| Discrimination in Bethlehem 
Dear WTA : Cassie and I have had a family plan membership to the 
YMCA (on Broad St.) in Bethlehem since last August. Today, 
friends of ours came along with me to get a membership of their 
own. But when the woman asked them what they needed, they said 
they wanted the same thing that Cassie and I have. The woman 
then looked at me, kind of confused and asked "what do you have?" 
I said, "my girlfriend and I have the family plan" and she replied with 
| "I don't know who gave that to you, but this is a Christian 
organization and we wouldn't do that." 

So I said (at which point my voice was cracking and my stomach 
was curling) "You mean to tell me that because we are two women, 
you wouldn't give us a family membership?" She repeated, 

"This is a Christian organization, we would not do that." 

Is this something I should be telling people about? What should I 
do? Sholud I make people aware of the situation? Thanks, Tia 
Dear Tia, Yep, this is "public accommodation discrimination." It is 
| completely possible that the Bethlehem YMCA on Broad St. has an 
anti-gay family policy (there is no law in Bethlehem against that). If 
so, then everyone should know it. Or it is possible that this person, 
made a mistake. Sometimes, the middle management person is 
I just expressing her own views, not the policy of the ‘company*. We 
will find out and let you know what the Bethlehem YMCA policy is. 
Part 2: Dear Tia, I just had a rousing "chat" with a woman who told 
me she was the Membership Director of the Bethlehem YMCA on 
Broad Street. And yes, unfortunately, your family is not welcome 
| there. That’s not exactly what she said but it is what she meant. 

She read me the National YMCA bi-laws policy on membership - It 
defines a family as: any two adults living together in a martial 
relationship. 

-Then she said, "They have to be legally married." 

-"No," I said, "it says they have to be in a martial relationship..." 
-She says, "Yeah, legally married by the state." 

-I said, "But that is not what it says, you are just interpreting it. After 
| all, The Allentown YM&WCA (I called and checked this) recognizes 
same-sex relationship families and you do not, so, it is up to the 
local organization’s interpretation of what a marital relationship is." 
-So she says, "But it doesn't matter what I think...it is the rule." 

-I said, "Yes it does, because this policy is clearly a matter of 
individual interpretation." 

By the way, she did confirm that she felt that they did this because 
| they were a ‘Christian Organization. - I said, "My partner and I 
were married in a Christian Church so you would support that?" 
-She said, "Only if they were legally married." 

In other words it isn't really about Christian, it’s about legal. This 
organization chooses (just like the City of Bethlehem itself) to 
disregard the rights of gay and lesbian families. It is legal for them to 
do so, but it is immoral. 

The Allentown Y is fully accepting. I suggest you and your friends, 
and everyone in the community go there. But be sure you make it 
| very clear to the Bethlehem YMCA on Broad Street why you are 
leaving. Send every board member a letter explaining your outrage. 

Until we make clear to businesses that we will not tolerate 
discrimination, including the City of Bethlehem itself which refuses 
to recognize our rights the way Allentown does, things will not 
change. Unless we take away our financial patronage, and 
strongly express our dissatisfaction over their discrimination, we 
will never get their attention. And they will continue to treat us as 
second class citizens. 

Thanks for writing, Liz Bradbury, Publisher 


RAGS TO RICHES 
JAKE THE FIRST STEP 

^ bu, Ibe^Ue McKeluetC 

CAN YOU DEDUCT YOUR PARTNER ON YOUR TAX 
RETURN? 

Most of us “Queer Folk" already know that the IRS does not 
recognize same-sex unions as legal. Only legally "married" 
couples can file joint income tax returns. However, under the 
right circumstances, it is possible to have your partner's name 
appear on your tax return as a dependent. 

If one partner supports the other, the supporter can file a tax 
return as a single person and claim the other as a dependent. 
The criteria is strict, but if you and your partner meet the stringent 
guidelines, it is possible. Now, we are dealing with the 
government, so don't expect this to be simple. 

1) The supported person must be a U.S. citizen, resident 
alien or citizen of Canada or Mexico. 

2) The supported person's taxable income cannot exceed 
$2,750. Non-taxable money, such as gifts, welfare benefits and 
nontaxable Social Security benefits don't count toward gross 
income. So, even though the taxable amount the IRS allows is 
shockingly low, other nontaxable money can be quite substantial 
and still not count against you. 

3) If the supported person is legally married and files a joint tax 
return with his (opposite sex) spouse, the supporting (same-sex) 
partner in the same-sex relationship cannot claim him as a 
dependent. Of course, if this unusual circumstance fits you, you 
probably have a bigger and more complicated concern than 
trying to figure out if you can claim your partner as a dependent. 
By the way, there's one exception in this case: If the married 
couple did not earn enough to have to file a tax return, and did so 
only to get a refund, the supporting partner can claim the 
dependent. But this probably still doesn’t have much relevance 
to the gay and lesbian community. 

4) Under IRS regulations, a person who lived in your home for 
the entire year can be considered a dependent. The worst that 
can happen is that the IRS wont allow your deduction and your 
tax bill will be recomputed without the deduction. Please seek 
the advice of a competent tax preparer before forwarding to the 
IRS. You are ultimately responsible for your tax filing. 

You may want to consider itemizing your deductions. A single 
taxpayer with itemized deductions over $4,700 should itemize. 
Itemized deductions include medical and dental expenses over 
7 percent of your adjusted gross income, mortgage interest (for 
loans up to $1 million), home equity interest (for loans up to 
$100,000), state and local tax, donations and miscellaneous 
deductions. 

Don't let the form, which is more involved and the record 
keeping, stop you from taking the deductions to which you are 
legally entitled. 

Denise McKelvey CFS is a financial advisor for American Express Financial located at 
5100 Tilghman Street Suite 170 Allentown PA 18104 Please mail or email questions to 
denise.m mckelvey6aexp.com. Information contained in this article may not be 
suitable for your specific financial situation. 


UUCLV AUCTION NIGHT 

Unitarian Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley will hold a 
service auction on Saturday, March 20. Bid for cool services with 
silent and signup auctions at 5pm, kids' auction and chili dinner at 
5:30, and a live auction at 7pm at the UUCLV, 424 Center Street, 
Bethlehem, www.uuclvpa.org, 610-866-7652. All are welcome. 


FOR LEGAL INFO ON 2ND PARENT ADOPTION 

...or if your lawyer has questions call The Center for Lesbian and 
Gay Civil Rights in Philadelphia toll free at 1 -866-LGBT-LAW. 


Valley Free Press does not discnminate on the basises listed in the anti-discrimination 
statement on page 8 . and asks that organizations or individuals which request VFP to 

publishinformatjonabounheireven^ 



















CLBT 

TOOK CLUB 

-rfhe'Barnes & Noble GLBT bookclub 
I meets 2nd Thursdays of each month, 
7:00-8:30PM in the cafe. Each 
participant will receive a 
complimentary beverage. Upcoming 
discussions will include: Thursday, 
March 11: "The Heart is a Lonely, 
Hunter", by Carson McCullers. April 8: 
Ann Patchett's "The Magician's 
Assistant". For May 13: Other Girls" by | 
Diane Ayres. For more information 
'contact: Barnes and Noble at: 
crm2636@bn.com. 


STEVIE Z SCHEDULE 

Piano Bar @ Stonewall/Mooselounge: 
Friday March 19, From 9PM-Midnite, NO 
COVER CHARGE (this is new!). 1/2 of 
Tips received at Feb/March Moose 
performances will benefit PRIDE of the 
Lehigh Valley. Come out and spend some 
time at the piano. A GREAT way to chat 
with old friends, make new ones and have 
a FUN time. 


Cm LORA 

The Gay and Lesbian Organization of 
Reading and Allentown (GLORA) meets 
frequently for social events. For info write 
GLORA at GLORAinPA@aol.com or GLORA 
PO Box 541, Bethlehem, PA 18016-0541, 


PFLAC TIMES 

PFLAG - Parents, Families & Friends of 
Lesbians & Gays, www.eastern-pa- 
pflag.org. e-mail:info@eastern-pa- 
J pflag.org. Meeting locations: LV - 1st 
Tues., 1st Pres. Church, Allentown. 610- 
967-5219. Reading - 3rd Tues., Unitarian 
Universalist Church, Reading. 610-967- 
5219. Monroe - 1st Wed., Eastern Monroe 
Public Library, Stroudsburg. 570-620- 
1234, 


HAVEN YOUTH CROUP 

HAVEN MEETINGS : every Wednesday from 
7:00 - 9:00PM at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 424 Center Street, Bethlehem. 
Meetings are open to GLBTAQ youth ages 14 - 
20. For information: havenfacilitators 
©yahoogroups.com or 610-868-2153. 


PRIDE INFO 

See Pride’s new On-Line Planner at: 
http://www.prideglv.org/planner/prideplann 
1 er 04_Jan.htm 


CL5EN ANNOUNCEMENT 

GLSEN the Gay Lesbian and Straight 
Education Network wants the community 
to know that it is suspending meetings for 
the foreseeable future. GLSEN reports 
that: The co-chairperson is sick and we 
would like to let her focus on getting well. If 
anyone has concerns or needs assistance 
with, "Day of Silence" preparations, please 
call the PFLAG Helpline at 610-967-5219. 


M«LV MOVIES 

Lenten Movie Series - At MCCLV 
Free food! Subs, chips and drinks 
provided! 7 p.m. every Wednesday of Lent 
Come together to discuss the religious 
themes in contemporary movies. 

March 10, Topic: Guns, Movie: "Romero" 
March 17, Topic: Oppression at the 
Workplace, Movie: "9 to 5" 

March 24, Topic: Non-violence vs. 
Resistance, Movie: "Mission" 

March 31, Topic: The Working Poor, Movie: 
"The Apostle"" 

April 7, Topic: Being Yourself, Movie: 
"Boys Don't Cry" 

***Some of these movies contain adult 
themes, sexuality, foul language, and 
violent scenes. No one under the age of 18 
will be permitted without a parent or 
guardian. Please register for the entire 
series or just one movie by e-mailing 
MCCLV at mcclehighvalley® yahoo.com 
or calling 610-709-8800. 



NEW SOCIAL AGENCY 

All interested members of the local 
community are invited to participate in the 
naming of a new and exciting organization 
that is in the planning stages in the Greater 
Lehigh Valley. For the past six months, 
Metropolitan Community Church of the 
Lehigh Valley (MCCLV), in conjunction with 
Lehigh University’s Sociology Community 
Fellows Program, has examined and 
studied the Federal Faith-Based funding 
programs. 

MCCLV is creating an organization that 
will offer social services to individuals, 
without regard to religion, race, ethnicity, 
gender, sexual orientation, and gender 
identity. While exploring the explicit areas 
of greatest need within the Lehigh Valley 
community, the success of this vision will be 
dependent on the coalitions of diverse 
peoples that engage in development of this 
project. 

An introductory planning meeting will be 
held at the MCC, 1901 S. 12th Street, 
Allentown on Sunday, April 4 at 4:00. See 
www.mcclv.org and click “Contact Us” for 
directions. Member s of all pro-minority 
organizations, are encouraged to 
participate.. 


QUEER CONCERT TO 
BENEFIT PRIDE! 

Borders Presents: Rainbow Riffs - A 
Queer Concert of Visionary Voices 
Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley will host 
a benefit concert to celebrate the talent 
and accomplishments of the queer artist 
community. The show, titled, “Rainbow 
Riffs - A Queer Concert of Visionary 
Voices," will feature performers and 
musicians from all across the country, 
brought together by Pride concert 
organizers. The event will also feature 
performances by the 2003 King and 
Queen of Pride. The all-ages concert will 
be held on Friday, March 6 from 9-11:30 
pm in Packard Lab Auditorium on the 
campus of Lehigh University. 

The Rainbow Riffs showcase is 
sponsored by Borders, 1937 Whitehall 
Mall, Whitehall, PA. Entertainers include: \ 
Master of Ceremonies Mr. Murray Hill - \ 
Jade Esteban Estrada, Latin Pop Star 
Sensation (Featuring the Experiencia 
Dance Company); Namoli Brennet, 
Gender Variant Indie Pop; Allison Tartalia, 
Jazzy Pop Soul; Felicia Rose, Spiritual 
Folk; Tickets at the door. General 
Admission: $10 , Student Admission:$8 
with student ID. For more information 
610.770.6200 ext 3. 


NEW TIME FOR XAY-AA' 

Open Discussion Wednesday Evenings 
7:30 p.m. Doors Open and coffee at 7:00pm 
- Gratitude And You Meeting of Alcoholics 
Anonymous - at the Metropolitan 
Community Church of the Lehigh Valley, 
1901 South 12th Street, Room 208. Contact 
Person- Joanie W. 610-966-1992. 


CLOSS CAME NICHT 

The next GLOSS game night will be held on 
Saturday, March 13. It will be near Chalfont 
starting at 7pm. Directions will be provided 
after March 7 through the GLOSS website 
and Hotline. 


CONVENTION DELE6ATES 5LATED 

Six members of the LGBT Community were 
slated to run for Delegate to the Naional 
Democratic Convention and successfully 
obtained the necessary signatures to be 
placed on the Ballot. 

2nd District (Philadelphia): Michael Weiss - 
pledged to Dean 

7th District (Delware County): Anthony 
Campisi - pledged to Dean 
15th District (Lehigh Valley): Donna 
Cruciani - pledged to Kerry and Robert 
Hopkins - pledged to Dean 
19th Congressional District (York, Adams & 
Cumberland Counties): Roger Lund - 
pledged to Dean 

Alternate Delegate to Democratic National 
Convention: 

2nd District (Philadelphia): Deborah R Willig 
-pledgedto Kerry 

JL41 h Distric t (Pittsburgh):Scott Safier - 
pledged to Dean 







































CALENDAR 

AA -AA meetinss on Wednesdays at MCCLV, 
Begin at 7pm 

ACCO* A Chorus Celebrating Women, 

AIDS Outreach-112 N. 5th St. Allentown, PA 
610.435.8424 

AIDSWALK- AIDSWALK Lehigh Valley - 
610.974.8701 www.regiononline.com/lvaids 

ASC- AIDS Service Center 610.974.8701 

BMA- Bucks/Montgomery Alliance tor Gay and 
Lesbian Concerns 215*529-0360 

B&N- Barnes and Noble Gay&Lesbian Book 
Club. White Hall store, Monthly, 7:00pm 
BEARS.-lst Saturdays Monthly, 8pm, at the 
Stonewall,Moose Lounge 610-814- 
6916,Mtnbear@tast.net. 

CIVIC and 19th St. Theater, 527 N 19th St, 610- 
432-8943. <.civictheater,com> 

Enigma Players - qacres @ prolog.net 
equal @agere- email: equal© agere.com 

FACT- Fighting AIDS Continuously Together 
610.820.5519 

GLEE atAir Products 

GLISN- at Dun & Bradstreet, 
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GLORA-GayandLesbianOrganization 
ot Reading and Allentown (Social gatherings, 
various dates) Newsletter- The Tassle. Write to: 
GLORA, PO Box 541, Bethlehem, PA 18016- 
054 1 , email- GLORAinPA @ AOL.COM 

GLOSS - Gay and Lesbian Organized Sports 
Society, P.O.Box 21862 Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 
610.434.2966. 

GLOW-at PPL 

GLSEN-Gay, Lesbian,Straight,Education 
Network, is on a break -610.967.521 

GMLV- Gay Men of the Lehigh Valley, 2nd 
Saturdays Monthly 7pm, 610-709-8800 
HAVENGLBTVouthGroup of theUUCLV- 
call:610-868-2153, email: havenyouthgroup 
@ hotmail.comor zinnes@ verizon.net 
HMFF-Hope Ministry Family Fellowship, 
Sundays, 11 am, Open Space Gallery, 931 
Hamilton St. 610-791-0716 

Integrity- Lesbian & Gay Episcopalians Family 
& Friends meets quarterly. 610-758-8642 
gamba.guy@verizon.net" 

LVGMC -Lehigh Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, 
email:info@ lvmgc.org, <www.lvgmc.org> 
610-366-3320. rehearsals: Wesley United 
Methodist Church, 2540 Center St., Bethlehem 
MCC - Metropolitan Community Church 
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Merchants Square Mall, 1901 S. 12th Street, 
Allentown Services: 10:30am & 6pm, mcclehigh 
valley® yahoo.com, http://www.mcclv.org 610- 
709-8800 

NCC- Northampton Community College GLB 
Student Union, 610.861.5541 (#1386) or 882- 
2531 

19th St & Civic Theatre - 610.432.8943 

Out There-Students at Cedar Crest College 
OVOM- LV Documentary Film Org. 

PA-GALA - PA Gay And Lesbian Alliance for 
Political Action, (Candidate Info Booklet, & 
Political Lobbying) For membership: send $20 
to: P.O.Box 20825 Lehigh Valley 18002 
610.432.5449 pa-gala.org 

PARENTS-GLBT parent's group: 610-262-2519 
PFLAG - LV Parents Families & Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays, 1st Tues. 1st Pres. Church 
Allentown 610.967.5219 

<HTTP://www.eastern-pa-pflag.org/> 

Pride - Pride of the Lehigh Valley, (Pride Festival) 
610.770.6200, email: <lvpride@hotmail.com>. 
<www.pridelv.org> 

OuEST - Student group at Lafayette College . 
<QuEST_Lafayette@hotmail.com> 
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Quakers-Lehigh Valley Friends Meeting-Route 
512 1/2 mi. North of Rte 22 Bethlehem, fa. 
Worship at 9:30 am. (610)691-3411. 

RAA- Rainbow AA meetings, Mon. SThurs. 

At 16th and Turner. 

Ren- Renaissance Transgendered Assoc., 
Meets at MCCLV renlv.org 

Rainbow Space - Muhlenberg College 
Organization 610.821.3244 
Reading P-FLAG- 610-967-5219 
Safe Space- At Lehigh U. 610.758.5973 
Saint John’s Lutheran Church- A welcoming, 
igay affirming church, 32 S. 5th st. Allentown 
1610.435.1587 

SoftbalF(Women's) call Diamonz,610.865.1028 
Spectrum- at Lehigh Univ., 610.758.5973 
T.O. - Theatre Outlet-29 Nth 9th St, Allentown, 
610-820-9270. 

Unity-26 N. 3rd St. Emmaus, 767-4417 
UUCLV - Unitarian Universalist Church LV, 424 
Center St.. Bethlehem, 18018 610.866.7652. 

VFP - Valley Free Press, 610.432.5449, 
liztrish@aol.com 

VYH - Valley Youth House for emotionally 
troubledGLBTyouth610.432.6481 
Wachovia-GALEA- Gay And Lesbian Employee 
Association. Contact GALEA @ Wachovia.com 
WDIY - WDIY - 88.1 fm 93.9 fm Sat. 7:00 pm This 
Way Out, Assorted Women 7:30 pm. 610-694- 
8100.88. 


SPECIAL UPCOMINC EVENTS: 


; LEICH VALLEY TRANSSEXUAL COALITION IS FORMED 

To address and educate the public on transsexual specific issues and facts, James 
Halleman and Rachel Thompson have formed a new Transsexual education and 
advocacy add hoc group: The Leigh Valley Transsexual Coalition (LVTC). This panel 
group’s goal is to counteractthe spread of misinformationand misunderstandingof the TS 
community, to answer the publics questions with integrity, and to aid newly aware TS 
people in the difficult task of gendertransition.The Coalition will provide helpful resources, 
facts, and information about and to the TS community. LVTC’s round table discussion 
group is available to any organization that may be interested in TS awareness. Group 
members will also be available to work with any TS individual, the press or parent that 
requests support, advice or information.To schedule the panel group or to talk to a member 
call Rachel at 610-997-5474 or E-mail her at Humanrights4all@aol.com.There are no 
fees. Email James at James30338874 @ aol.com or call 610-814-0530. 

OPEN HOUSE FOR STEVE'S FABULOUS 40TH 
PA-CALA FUNDRAISER 

Steve Libby & Shawn Mazzatta are celebrating Steve's continued journey through mid¬ 
life crisis by hosting a fundraiserfor the ultra fabulous political group PA-GALA. PAGALA's 
mission is to provide you with voter information and to fight and lobby every day for the 
rights of GLBT people. 

Please join us for an evening of eats, drinks, great company and fun music (and a shot boy 
or 2). Come and see old friends and meet new ones. Instead of birthday gifts, Steve asks 
for a donation at the door that will be collected by a PA-GALA volunteer. This is an election 
year, so let's support those who support our cause. And since we're gay we should have 
fun doing it! The festivitiescommenceat 8pm on Saturday, March 27 at 119 N. Madison St., 
Allentown, email st!327 @ hotmail.com with???'s or to RSVP. 


CLBT YOUTH CROUP 
HAVEN - WEDNESDAYS 
LV BEARS - 1ST SATURDAYS 
CAY MEN-LV - 2ND SATURDAYS 
LV PFLAC - 1ST TUESDAYS 
MONROE PFLAC - 1ST THURSDAYS 
READINC - PFLAC 3RD TUESDAYS 
POTTSV1LLE PFLAC 
• 3RD THURSDAYS 
CLOSS VOLLEYBALL -TUESDAYS 
CLSEN - IS ON BREAK 
CLOSS TENNIS - SUNDAYS 
CLOSS RACQUETBALL -TUES & SAT1 
MCC BOOK STUDY 2ND&4TH TUES 
MCC WALKINC - THURSDAYS 
MCC READINC & COFFEE - 
1ST FRIDAYS 

MAR 5 -MCC SHORT READINCS 
MAR 5-7 - LVCMC 
MAR 5-7-PRIDE NERP CONFERENC 
MAR 6- PRIDE QUEER CONCERT 
MAR lO - MCC ROMERO" 

MAR 11 - LATIN DANCE CLASS MCC 
MAR 11- 

B&N CLBT BOOKCLUB 
MAR 13- CLOSS CAME NICHT 
MAR 16 - VOICEAM.COM 
MAR 17-MCC "9-5" 

MAR 18- LATIN DANCE CLASS MCC 
MAR 19- STEVIEZ@MOOSELOUNCE 
MAR 20 - MCC LATIN DANCE 
MAR 24 - MCC "MISSION- 
MAR 27- STEVE LIBBY B-DAY 
BENEFIT FOR PA-CALA 
MAR 31 -MCC "APOSTLE" 

APR 1-CLOSS SKATINC 
APR 2- MCC SHORT READINCS 
APR 4- SOCIAL SERVICES MTC MCC 
APR 6- LEHICH VALLEY PFLAC 
APR 7 - MCC "BOYS DONTCRY" 
APR 8- B&N CLBT BOOKCLUB 
APR 21 -CLSEN 
NATIONAL DAY OF SILENCE 
MAY 4- LV PFLAC 
MAY 13 - B&N CLBT BOOKCLUB 


INFORMATION SUBJECT TO CHANCE ! 
TO POST INFO-610-432-5449 
LIZTRISH@AOL.COM 


RANTS & RAVES BY STEPHEN T. LIBBY 

Ramblings Digressions: Ode to Carrie Bradshaw 

If you read this column at all you know my affection for HBO's Sex and the City, (if you 
never read this column, I would congratulate you, but you wouldnl know it anyway) So, 
Carrie Co. have decided to call it quits. Not sure of the reason, but I did hear something 
about a big screen version. (What can you do on the silver screen that you cant on HBO?) 
So indulge me while I step into Carrie's Manolo-Blahniks*. (Wide angle of me sitting at a 
desk behind computer moniter typing on keyboard) While the actresses themselves will 
certainly work again, (Camera pans in over the back of my shoulder while my espresso 
steams next to my computer moniter). 

I couldn't help but wonder what will become of the characters Carrie, Charlotte, Miranda 
and (my fave) Samantha? (Close up of computer screen with that last question centered 
on it). The final episode airs tomorrow night (again, I'm late with this columnjand here are 
my thoughts about the troupe that has been called, ”4 Gay Men Trapped in 4 Women's 
Bodies While Wearing 6 inch Heels and Dating the Hell Out of New York 1 '. Okay, so I'm the 
only one who calls it that. Is it any wonder HBO doesn't return my calls? 

Everyone but me wants Carrie to end up with Big. Carrie is the pentultimate single girl 
and should remain such. Big has proven he is NOT the man for her. Neither is her Russian 
beau. Carrie has not met her man as yet. Let's not pair her off in the name of a tidy ending 
to the series. She hasn't even flung with Colin Farrell yet. Although Colin would've been a 
better match for pre-cancer Samantha (does HBO own stock in the Zsa Zsa Gabor wig 
collection?), I do love her with boi toi Smith (much hotter close cropped than the Fabio 
'do). It may not last forever, but it's what they both need right now. 

Miranda’s family are doing great in Queens (no jokes, please). Romantic and tolerant, 
Steve is the perfect yin to Miranda's cynical and demanding yang. They will go the 
distance if Miranda can loosen up a little. Perhaps she should try a religion reassignment. 
The switch to Judiism has allowed Charlotte to let her hair down (however, I do miss the 
verbal sparring with her ex-mother-in-law). She will dress the puppies in Chanel and Dior 
and take them shopping in MAN-hattan. 

Though I love the show, I must admit I never cared for the gay men on the series. (Too 
grating and too obnoxious = too real and too close to home.) Seriously, the gay writers 
must hang out only at Whine & Cheez-y bars to get their inspiration for these gays. On the 
plus side the show did tackle some topical and hot button issues. 

Samantha broke some sexual taboos with threesomes, a cool lesbian triste and 
interracial dating. (She is an equal opportunity lay). Cancer, religion, politics, women's 
rights, fashion (both tatseful and trashy), child birth, death, divorce -- were other topics that 
helped the show and its creators win a room full of awards. 

Most importantly these ladies showed us that to be single is not a death sentence. 
Treasure friends and family while waiting for your prince or princess (or both) Charming. 
(S)he will arrive someday. And even if they don't, perhaps you can strap on your 
slingbacks, head into the city and strut the streets with Carrie Co. 

"thanks to my refernce source Ballet/Stanziola (the shoe guys) 
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_ THE ADOPTION OPTION 

Adoption canT5efan option for gay and lesbian couples who desire 
to be parents. Open adoption, in which the records are not sealed 
and birth parents, adoptive parents, and children have knowledge 
| of or even contact with each other, worked for us. Here is our story: 

We met five years ago online, and romance soon blossomed. 
| We found out how much we had in common including enjoying 
AbFab. We both desired to one day start a family. So our journey 
began. We married, although not yet legal, took on the same last 
name (legally), were living together, and drew up wills and other 
documents to help ensure what is a given in a heterosexual 
marriage. Next step was to become parents, but how should we go 
about that? Friends offered to bear children for us, but that didn't 
I pan out. We even posted an ad on the internet. The idea of foster 
care was tossed around. We discussed international adoption. 
I That began to seem like the best option. Friends referred us to a 
| foundation specializing in international adoption. 

We became discouraged as the rules of many foreign countries 
| with regards to adoption were very discriminatory towards gays, 
lesbians and even some heterosexual situations. We were then 
| referred to a local agency called Adoptions from the Heart. They 
specialize in both international and domestic adoptions. 
Additionally, the agency is gay-friendly, has same sex adoptive 
| seminars, and an online newsgroup. 

The agency convinced us to plan for a domestic open adoption. 
Sounded scary, but the agency eased our fears. We developed a 
I profile and video for prospective birth parents to view. We 
remained optimistic that somewhere there was a birth parent that 
would select us and would make an unselfish decision out of love, 
to place a child with us. So we waited. Opportunities to be parents 
I came and went. Then we were selected by a birthmother! 

Unfortunately for us, it was a false alarm, and she ultimately chose 
I to raise the child. We were selected again! This time by a 
| birthmother who had just given birth to a baby in New Jersey. 

The birthmother terminated her parental rights in NJ, three 
| days after the birth of the baby. The next step will be the legal 
adoption of our son. This will be done in New Jersey where he was 
] born. How fortunate for us that NJ laws allow gay or lesbian 
couples to jointly adopt and become co-parents. How fortunate for 
our new son who will have two loving parents. How fortunate for 
the birthmother, whose decision to place the baby with us was 
| honored. 

We named our son Lucas Alexander Snyder. His birthmother 
I loves the name. We love our son. Our family has been made 
complete. We now have the child for which we both longed. The 
process took two years. Many times in our journey there was 
i heartache and bumps in the road, but was it worth it? What do you 
I think? The answer lies within our joyful smiles. 


RAINBOW SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Rainbow Scholarship Fund, a project envisioned by Pride of 
I the Greater Lehigh Valley and supported by organizations like 
PFLAG-Lehigh Valley and MCCLV, is a fiscal scholarship that will 
be awarded to high school graduates in the GreaterLehigh Valley, 
upon commencement of the 2004/2005 high school season in 
2005. Local high school graduates 18+,who are interested in 
participating in the Rainbow Scholarship Ad Campaign are sought. 
The position is UNPAID, but selected participants will receive a 
FREE PRIDE PASS and a chance to meet CARSON KRESSLEV 
from QUEER EVE FOR THE STRAIGHT GUY. All interested 
persons must be LGBTO or queer friendly and must be willing to 
appear on any Pride print materials, including the website. 


SCOTT SAYS 

Sif Scott Jlcudu^e/i 
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SCOTTS EARLY SPRING QUT*^ - 

1. What ancient Greek hero led the attack on the 
city of Troy with his lover Patroclus, only to be 
mortally wounded when an arrow pierced his one vulnerable spot? 

A. Odysseus B. Achilles C. Menelaus D. Julius Caesar 

2. According to legend what was the Amazons' weapon of choice? 

A. the mace, a heavy often spiked staff used for breaking armor B. 
the labrys, a two sided ax C. the pike, a weapon formed of a long 
wooden shaft with a pointed steel head D. the boomerang, a bent 
or angular throwing club typically flat on one side so that it curves in 
flight. 

3. Born in circa 630 B.C.E. this poet ran a school for young women 
on the island of Lesbos. A. Xena B.Sappho C. Medea D. Athena 

4. With his lover Hephaestion, this Macedonian prince conquered 
all of the Persian Empire and beyond. A. Alexander the Great 

B. Hannibal C. Julius Caesar D. Augustus Caesar 

5. Eleanor of Aquitaine (1122-1204) is the most colorful woman to 
come out of the middle ages. Who was her gay son who became 
king of England? A. Richard the Lionhearted B. Charlemagne 

C. Napoleon D. Peter the Great 

6. Lord Alfred Douglas, the bad-boy boyfriend of Oscar Wilde 
coined which of these phrases during the Victorian era? A. "Pearls 
go with everything." B. "The Love that dare not speak its name." C. 
"Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus." D. "I’m ready for my 
close up, Mr. DeMille." 

7. What term was used in 19th century New England that could 
refer to both an actual lesbian relationship or a situation where two 
women chose to live independently from men, often while they 
pursued their own careers? 

A. Providence civil unions B. Hartford Insurances C. Burlington 
Weaves D. Boston marriages 

8. Who is the real author of "The autobiography of Alice B 
Toklas?" A. Gertrude Stein B. Virginia Woolf C. Willa Cather D. 
Alice B.Toklas 

9. This member of the Bloomsbury group founded the Hogarth 
Press and wrote Mrs. Dalloway. She was the subject of the movie 
"The Hours." A. Gertrude Stein B. Virginia Woolf C. Lytton Strachey 

D. John Maynard Keynes 

10. This African-American author of "Go Tell it on the Mountain" 
and "Giovanni's Room" grew up poor in Harlem. As a boy he 
practiced his writing skills on the back of paper bags because his 
family was too poor to buy writing paper. (Where there's a will 
there's a way!) A. Langston Hughes B. Alex Haley C. Frederick 
Douglass D. James Baldwin 
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ALLENTOWN'5 LAW IN COURT 

On Feb. 27, Lehigh County Judge Alan Black heard oral 
arguments from both sides in the case brought by four anti-gay 
landlords in an effort to remove protections from Allentown’s Anti- 
Discrimination Ordinance. 

The legal team representing the city of Allentown (the pro¬ 
ordinance side) included Edward N. Cahn, retired federal judge 
for whom the Allentown Federal Court House is named, Daniel J. 
Anders Esq. of the firm Pepper Hamilton, LLP; Mary Katherine 
Roper Esq. of the firm Drinker Biddle Reath, LLP; and Elisabeth S. 
Shuster, Esq. representing the PA-Human Relations Commission. 

Attorney Wenger of Lancaster represented the anti-ordinance 
side. He has told the media that he is supported by a James 
Dobson organization in the Southwest that encourages 
challenges to pro-GLBT laws. 

After the arguments were presented, the Judge indicated he 
would make his decision whether the law is valid in few weeks. 
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I WHAT MARRIAGE MEANS 

On the front of this VFP the difference between 
Civil Unions and Civil Marriage is spelled out 
j simply. Please read it and remember it. If you 
i don’t understand it, call me up or email and I’ll 
give you any other information you need. 

I Because this is very important for you to know and understand. 
Most people in the US don’t get it. Most people, even in our 
own community don’t understand that with Civil Unions we get 
little and with marriage we get everything. 

Yes, everything. Even if you don’t plan to get married, 
consider, for example, don’t ask don’t tell. It will be impossible 
to enforce when service people are legally married to same- 
sex partners. They will have to “tell” in order to establish 
| everything from who gets to shop at the PX, to who is next of 
kin. The policy will crumble. 

Many Americans think that the only reason we want Civil 
I Marriage and will not just settle for Civil Unions is because we 
just want the word marriage. But when they understand it is an 
issue of fairness, they get it and have a hard time denying that 
we deserve equal rights. 

Case in point: Trish went to the Farmer’s Market not long 
ago. A guy in a booth who is known to be quite conservative 
I asked her right out: “So, when you went and got that New 
Hampshire thing, what did you get for it?" Trish answered, “You 
mean the Vermont Civil Union? Well, actually we got nothing." 
And she explained about Civil Unions being a state thing. So 
he asked, “Well, what do you get if you get a marriage in 
Massachusetts?” Trish answered, “We get the same rights 
from the state and the federal government, that you and your 
wife get. Federal rights like social security, and IRS tax rights, 
pensions, stuff like that.” And he said, “And you can’t get that 
now?" She answered, "No, not unless we can get legally 
| married." “Oh," he said, “now, I can see why you want that." 

Explain this to your friends, family, coworkers, and anyone 
I else you meet. Most people don’t believe in discrimination. If 
we can clearly explain to everyone we know that lack of these 
rights is discrimination, most will change their minds. 

|THE BIRMELIN AMENDMENTS 

1. PA State Rep. Jerry Birmelin has proposed 51 primarily 
I anti-gay amendments toPennsylvania House Bill 345. HB 
345 is ready to go to the floor for a vote when the House returns 
to session in Harrisburg on March 15. Once the full house 
begins to consider HB 345 any or all of the amendments could 
| be voted on. 

2. HB 345 is a bill that supports funding for agencies that find 
I adoptive homes for disabled and other hard to place children 
in Pennsylvania. Many of our local Lehigh County 
Representatives are co-sponsors of the original bill. 

3. Many of the anti-GLBT amendments are redundant - saying 
the same thing over and over. Some prohibit same-sex 
marriage, some prohibit same-sex marriage & civil unions, 
some eliminate or prohibit future domestic partner benefits for 
state workers. Some prohibit adoption by gay or lesbian 
people. Some prohibit second parent adoption. Some prohibit 
adoption by anyone who is not married. Some are broad and 
some are narrowly tailored to just GLB people. Some prohibit 
common law marriage. 

4. Though amendments can and are often added to bills in this 
way, 51 anti-GLBT amendments is unprecedented. No one 
has ever added over 50 amendments to anything. What makes 
it more remarkable and transparently political is that the 
amendments are almost all anti-gay, which is also a first 
(occasionally someone has proposed an anti-gay bill, or even 
an anti-gay amendment - but not over 50 on one bill!). They 

[ also have nothing to do directly with the bill itself. 



7 TRISH'S COLUMN 

- flu PcJ/Ucia Sullivan* 

WHATS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE LEAPINC PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES? 

Consider The Proposed Federal “Marriage 
Amendment" - Marriage in the United States shall 
consist only of the union of a man and a woman. 

Neither this [CJonstitution [n]or the constitution of any state, nor 
state or federal law, shall be construed to require that marital 
status or the legal incidents thereof be conferred upon 
unmarried couples or groups. 

The effect of the this amendment, if it is successful, will be to ban 
any recognition of same-sex marriage by any State and further to ban 
individual States from conferring any legal benefits of marriage to 
unmarried partners. Many legal experts believe that such a ban would 
effectively prohibit Civil Unions themselves. This is because the 
benefits of a Civil Union (in Vermont) are comparable to the State 
benefits for married couples (valid only in Vermont), and the 
Constitutional ban would prohibit any State from giving those benefits 
to anyone but a married couple consisting of one man and one 
woman. Remember, Civil Unions are not equivalent to Civil Marriage 
because the benefits are not transferable between and among the 
States and there are no Federal rights granted with a Civil Union. 

When Bush ran for his first term, he was against Civil Unions, but 
said he would respect the right of the States to decide the issue of civil 
unions individually. He then said he would support civil unions, but 
now he has asked Congress to amend the U. S. Constitution with the 
“Marriage Amendment". George Bush is asking Congress to rewrite 
the U. S. Constitution so that there can be no legal mechanism to 
pursue civil marriage for same-sex couples ever. It would mean you 
can’t go to the court to challenge the law, because according to the 
“amended” US Constitution there would be no right to challenge it. 

John Kerry believes marriage is between a man and a woman and 
supports civil unions, but he is against amending the U. S. 
Constitution to define marriage as between one man and one woman. 
Kerry has a voting record on this issue. In 1996, Kerry was one of only 
14 Senators who voted against the Federal Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA) which defines marriage as between one man and one 
woman. If you think same-sex marriage isn’t popular now, imagine 
how unpopular his vote was eight years ago. John Kerry stood by his 
principles and refused to vote for a bill that would marginalize a whole 
class of people. 

The choice is clear between Bush and Kerry. John Kerry voted 
against DOMA and is actively opposing an amendment to our 
constitution that would take any opportunity for the recognition of 
same-sex civil marriage forever. 

The issue is not whether the candidate believes that marriage is 
between a man and a woman, the issue is whether the candidate 
believes the U.S. Constitution should be amended to define marriage 
as between one man and one woman. 


PRIDE IN THE PARK UPDATE 

Pride in the Park will be held on Sunday, June 20. The Parade will 
begin at 12 Noon and march down Hamilton Street to the new festival 
site on “higher ground," at Cedar Beach Park. Pride is planning a full 
month of events to celebrate national Pride month. Look for complete 
Pride in the Park 2004 information as it’s available at 
www.prideglv.org/prideinthepark.htm. 


5. Rep. Jerry Birmelin is a Republican representing the 139th District 
in Northeastern PA 

What can you do? Call, write or email your State Representative and 
tell him or her to vote aganist the amendments. PA-GALA will also be 
circulating post cards to sign on this issue. You can volunteer to help 
get these postcards signed by contacting Steve Balck of PA-GALA: 
smblack@epix.net. 













Last month's quiz mistakenly listed Dorothys last 
name as Dale - Of course it was Gale!!!! Thanks to 
David Ball for catching the error! 

1. Civil Unions: 

A. Only grant the rights from the state where it is 
issued . 

B. Do no grant federal rights. 

C. Are not portable from state to state. 

D. All of the above. 

2. Civil Marriages (in Massachusetts): 

A. Will grant federal rights. 

B. Can be recognized from State to State due to the 
US Constitution Full Faith and Credit Clause. 

C. Can only be stopped by a US Constitutional 
Amendment or a State Constitutional amendment 

D. All of the above. 

3. Massachusetts will begin recognizing same-sex 
marriages on: A. May 17, 04 B. July 4, 04 

C. Sept. 15,04 D. Dec. 31,04 

4. If the Massachusetts legislature votes to change 
the Mass. Constitution to ban same-sex marriage - 
the soonest the state will be able to stop 
recognizing same-sex marriage is sometime in the 
year 2006. A. True B. False 

5. The biggest threat to the ultimate passage of 
same-sex marriage in the US is a US Constitutional 
amendment. A. True B. False 

6. Roy & Silo are: A. gay fast food chain owners 

B. gay penguins C. gay comic book characters 

| D. gay tigers 

| 7.Bachelor US President James Buchanan and best 
friend Sen. William Rufus King were know around 
Washington as: A. Buchanan and his better half 
B. Miss Nancy andAunt Fancy C. SiameseTwins 
D. Buchanan and wife 

8. According to the Bible (Deut 21: 31 -21), a 
marriage will only be considered valid if the wife is a 
virgin. If the wife is not a virgin, she will be put to 
death. A. True B. False 

9. According to the Bible (II Sam; 5-13, I Kings 1-3; 

[ II Chron 11-21), marriage must not impede a man’s 
right to concubines in addition to his wife or wives. 

A. True B. False 

10. Beginning as a pre-fertilized egg.Tango was 
lovingly raised and nurtured.Tango is the daughter 
of: A. Rosie and Kelly B. Siegfried and Roy 

C. Roy and Silo D. Ren and Stimpy 
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TO CET A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
VALLEY FREE PRESS 
JOIN PA-CALA BY SENDINC $20 
TO: PA-GALA, P.O. BOX 20825 
LEHICH VALLEY, PA 18002 


I Valley Free Press is produced by RubyZebu Productions which owns the copyright thereto 

| No pan of this publication may be reproduced without the express permission ot the 
editors Editors Elizabeth Bradbury Patricia Sullivan; 

Columnists: Elizabeth Bradbury Patricia Sullivan, Denise McKelvey Ruby Zebu. 
Donme and Eart Snyder. Slephen Libby, Scott Laubner and others 


We believe it would 
improve the Quality ol 
Me in the Lehigh 
Valley it all people 
were equally protected 
from unfair discnminatior 
based upon actual or 
perceived race.cokx 
religion .national 
ongin.ancestry or place 
of birth, sex. sexual 
orientation, gender 
identity, marital 
status, family status, 
age. disability or use of a 
guide animal, m the 
areas of employment, 
housing, and public 
accommodation 

PA-GALA 

Valley Free Press 

Allentown Human 
Relations Commission 

Safe-Space of 
Lehigh University 

PFLAG Lehigh Vblley 

ACCO - A Chorus 
Celebrating Wbmen 

GLORA 

Pnoe of the U/ 

LV Gay Men's Chorus 

NCC GLBT Student 
Union 

The Lehigh VbUey 
Labor Party 

EQUAL! at Agere 

Metropolitan 
Community Church iy 

OutThere - Cedar Crest 

9th Street Shelter 
Allentown 

LV Community 
Action Committee 

GLEE atAir Products 

FACT 

AIDS Outreach 

The Unitarian 
Universalis! 

Church LV 

GLOSS 

LEPOCO 

GLISN of 
Dun & Bradstreet 

AIDS Services Cente 

Theatre Outlet 

Integrity - Bethlehem 

The Lehigh Vbliey 
Religious 
Society of Fnends 
(Quakers) 

Civic Theater 
19th Street Theatre 

The Latm Alliance 

The Enigma Players 

New Co vena m 
Family Ministries 

Properties of Merit 

Allentown City 
Democratic Committer 

Episcopal Diocese 
of Bethlehem 

Puerto Rican Culturaf 
Alliance 

Turning Point of 
the Lehigh Vblley 

Muhlenberg Theater 
Association 


QUOTE #1 

Rabbi Jonathan Gerard of the Temple Covenant of Peace 
in Easton said he attended Friday's rally because 
supportinggay marriage is "morally right." 

The Bible says it's not good to be alone," he said. 

-As quoted in an Express-Times article about 
MCCLYs Freedomto Marry Day Protest 


QUOTE #2 

"Maybe he needs a new version of the 10 Commandments 
-George W. Bush's 10 Commandments: Thou shalt not 
steal ...votes. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's ... 
country. Thou shalt not kill ... for oil. Thou shalt not take 
grammar in vain." 

- ComedianMargaretChoata Jan. 13 MoveOn.org 
event in New York City, according to the Drudge 
Report. 


QUOTE#3 

(Rosie) O'Donnell said she decided to marry Carpenter, 
during her recent trial in New York over the now-defunct 
Rosie magazine... 

'We applied for spousal privilege and were denied it by 
the state. As a result, everything that I said to Kelli, every 
letter that I wrote her, every e-mail, every 
correspondence and conversation was entered into the 
record," O'Donnell said. "After the trial, I am now and will 
forever be a total proponent of gay marriage." 

-Reuters on Rosie and Kelli’s marriage in San 
Francisco, Feb 26, and the fact that the legal wives of 
the magazine execs who were suing her over her 
magazine, did not have to testify due to spousal 
privilege. 


QUOTE#4 

Simply put, civil unions do not provide any of the more than 
1,000 protections or securities afforded under federal law 
through a marriage license. They are recognized today in 
only one state - Vermont - and provide only the state 
benefits of marriage. If two men in a civil union travel across 
state lines, they carry with them none of the rights or 
protectionsthat they have in Vermont. 

- TALKING ABOUT MARRIAGE By HRC President 
Chervl Jacoues 


Distelf/nk® 

by RubyZebu ' 


"Don’t even 
byRubyZebu think about iti" 








Can’t win...won’t help., 
.haven’t we learned? 
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